Davide Verotta
Ultramarinus (Ceruleus)

(2012)

2 Flauti

2 Obo1

2 Clarinetti in Sib
2 Fagotti

2 Corni in Fa
2 Trombe in Do
2 Tromboni

Percussione (2 players)
Timpani

Snare Drum
Bass Drum
Marimba
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NOTATION
Accidentals apply throughout entire bars, but only at written octave

Marimba The piece occasionally requires a five octave Marimba. If a standard range Marimba is used omit the out of
range notes.

COMPOSER’S NOTE & SHORT BIO

Ultramarinus is the Latin name for ultramarine, a blue pigment that has been widely used for painting throughout the
centuries. In Latin, the name means “from overseas” because it was imported from Asia by sea. It is one of the most difficult
pigments to grind by hand, and for this reason its use was limited until the beginning of the 13th century. It is a staple of Italian
late medieval painting (for example, Giotto, at the chapel of Gli Scrovegni). The name “Ultramarinus”, together with
“Ceruleus”, that indicates a pale translucent blue, gets the dubious honor of serving as the title of this piece because it delivers a
few of its undercurrents: a tendency to the deep blue and low sonorities, the toil of work and creation, the mystery of faraway
lands (only heard about, but still real enough that they can deliver stones to us — in our time, the Moon or Mars), and the
brilliance of a blinding blue that can jump out at you as in the dance closing the piece.

Davide Verotta was born in a boring Italian town close to Milano and moved to the very much more exciting San Francisco
in his late twenties. He studied piano at the Milano Conservatory and piano and composition in California at the San
Francisco Conservatory and State University, and at the University of California at Davis. He 1s an active solo and ensemble
piano player, and he is actively involved in the new music composition scene in the San Francisco Bay Area. Recent
performances of his compositions include works for orchestra, chamber opera, string quartet, different chamber ensemble and
piano solo. For more information please visit http://www.davideverotta.com
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